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algebraic solution of determinate problems, the demonstration of geo- 
metrical theorems, and, finally, to the investigation of the properties of 
curves of the second degree, and the construction of Geometrical 
Loci. It concludes with explanations and demonstrations relating to 
Geometry of three dimensions. 

The whole series is commended to the notice of both learners and 
teachers. 



6. — Dictionary of Greek and Roman Geography. Edited by Wil- 
liam Smith, LL.D. Vol. I. London : Walton and Maberly. 1854. 
8vo. pp. 1108. 

England is the only country which possesses at once the learning 
and the practical ability to produce such a work as this. She has, too, 
the right to do it ; for it is principally her scholars and travellers whose 
researches have made it possible. It is not without pride in our mother 
country that we see the writings of Leake, Mure, Gell, Fellows, Kaw- 
linson, Layard, and other Englishmen, referred to throughout as the 
most thorough and trustworthy sources of information. But the late 
important labors of Germans are by no means overlooked by the com- 
pilers, and the works of Forchhammer, Curtius, Koss, Ulrichs, Momm- 
sen, and others, have been carefully used. The book is also remarkably 
free from the typographical errors, and incorrect dates and citations, 
which disfigure the others of this series of Dictionaries. But it would 
be unjust to the American public to suffer some inaccuracies — unac- 
countable to say the least — to pass unnoticed; or to recommend the 
work as without faults. The first we will mention is not only ridic- 
ulous in itself, but fails to impart information. P. 264. a, "None of 
the houses were more than one story high, and the upper stories often 
projected over the streets." The second clause of this remarkable de- 
scription is a literal translation fh)m Boeckh's " Staatshaushaltung der 
Athener " (Vol. I. p. 92 of the Grerman edition of 1851), and may, 
therefore, be accepted ; the first clause rests perhaps upon some less 
reliable authority. A trifling mistake on page 410. a, ten lines from 
the bottom, is the printing of west for east. P. 413. b, the river 
(Eroe is said to rise in Mount Helicon, instead of Mount Cithseron. P. 
304. a, "Wordsworth was, we believe, the first writer who pointed out 
the identity of Lycabettus and the Hill of St. George." Wordsworth's 
work was published in 1836 ; but in 1832, Forchhammer, in a letter to 
K. O. Miiller, (published in 1833 under the title "Zur Topographic 
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Athens,") established the identity byso clear proofs that no subsequent 
writer has added to them. One or two of his arguments and referen- 
ces, indeed, are omitted in the Dictionary ; as, for instance, that Theo- 
phrastus, on the Signs of the Winds, I. 4, speaks of Mount Lycabettus 
being used as a gnomon, which could apply to no hill in the neighbor- 
hood of Athens except St. George. With regard to the Pnyx, p. 282. 
b, it is said that " its true identity was first pointed out by Chandler, 
and no subsequent writer has entertained any doubt on the subject." 
In point of fact, there is no question of ancient topography more de- 
bated or more difficult to determine than this. It is true that until quite 
recently it was thought a settled fact that the Pnyx was somewhere 
upon this hill, and that the discussions have been principaDy carried on 
within the last three years; but the date 1854 on the title-page gives 
us a right to expect the results of all that had appeared up to that date. 
In Bergkh and Casar's " Zeitschrift fiir Alterthumswissenschaft," for the 
year 1844, Professor Ulrichs, in an article on the Emporium in the Pei- 
raeus (referred to in Smith, page 304. b), gave it as his opinion that the 
so-called Pnyx was in reality only an altar of Zeus Hypsistus. (We 
quote from the third page of Welcker's treatise presently to be men- 
tioned.) This idea was fully carried out by Professor Welcker, a 
scholar whose opinions are deservedly esteemed in England. In a 
treatise read May 13, 1852, in the Berlin Academy of Sciences, and 
published in the " Akademische Abhandlungen " for that year, under 
the title " Der Felsaltar des hochsten Zeus, oder das Pelasgikon iii 
Athen, bisher genannt die Pnyx," he maintained at great length, and 
with great fulness of detail, that the Pnyx must have been situated 
somewhere iii the hollow between the Acropolis and the Museum. His 
views upon the position of the Pelasgicon and the Pnyx were attacked 
early in 1853 by Ross (" Die Pnyx und das Pelasgikon ") ; in the 
same year Grottling (" Das Pelasgikon und die Pnyx ") argued for the 
old position of the Pnyx ; and in 1854 Welcker defended himself against 
both, in an article in the Rheinisches Museum, reprinted the same year 
under the title " Pnyx oder Pelasgikon ? " Ross replied to this in a 
short article in Fleckeisen's (late Jahn's) " Jahrbucher fiir Philologie 
und Paedagogik," March 20 of the current year. These last two works 
we of course only mention for the sake of completeness ; the others 
should have been known to the compilers of the Dictionary. We will 
add, before leaving this point, that the article on Athens is one of the 
least satisfactory parts of the book. The work of Forchhammer (Die 
Topographic von Athen), a very valuable one in many respects, is by no 
means entitled to be followed so implicitly as it is by Mr. Smith. 
Under the article Coroneia, p. 688. b, we have a concise and distinct 
23* 
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statement of the important battle fought at this place, B. C. 447, which 
forms one of the turning-points in the history of the Athenian empire. 
" It was here that the Athenians under Tolmides were defeated by the 
BcBotians in B. C. 447, in consequence of which defeat the Athenians 
lost the sovereignty which they had for some years exercised over Boeo- 
tia." On page 595, however, under Chaeroneia, we have a strangely 
confused and incorrect statement of the same simple fact. We read : 
" It [Chaeroneia] is first mentioned in B. C. 447, when an important 
battle was fought near the town, in consequence of which the Athenians 
lost the supremacy which they had' exercised for a short period in Bceo- 
tia. Chaeroneia had previously been in the hands of the party favora- 
ble to the Athenians ; but having been seized by the opposite party, 
Tolmides, at the head of a small Athenian force, marched against it. 
He succeeded in taking the town, but was shortly afterwards defeated 
by the Boeotians in the neighborhood, and fell in the battle." What is 
the authority for stating that there was any battle at aU at Chaeroneia at 
this time? Thucydides in the passage quoted (I. 113) states that the 
Athenians were attacked by a party of Boeotian exiles from Orchome- 
nus, Locrians, Euboeans, and others, at Ooroneia, and adds, that this 
defeat caused the evacuation of Boeotia on the part of Athens. Diodo- 
rus (XII. 6) gives substantially the same account, adding, that Tolmides 
was killed in the battle. Fausanias, in a passage not cited (I. 27. 5, 
Bekker), places the same battle at the entrance of the Haliartia, which 
territory was stUl farther than that of Coroneia from Chaeroneia. In a 
country of the small size of Greece, it is unpardonable to speak of a 
battle at Ooroneia as taJdng place " in the neighborhood" of Chaeroneia ; 
and this imaginary battle is in the next sentence alluded to as the first 
of a series of battles " at Chaeroneia," in which the great battle B. C. 
338 is the second. We considered this confusion at first as the result 
of the division of labor in the preparation of the work, and thought of 
the possible value of the case in the Homeric controversy ; the two ar- 
ticles are, however, from the pen of the same writer. We do not imag- 
ine that the writer is ignorant of the true history of the battle of Coro- 
neia, but we allude to the case'as a striking example of that carelessness 
and historical inaccuracy which are alike misleading to the schoolboy 
and offensive to the scholar. It wiU be seen that our remarks have 
been entirely confined to the articles on Greece. We have made an 
equally carefiil examination of those on Italy, but have no errors to 
point out in them. 

So much for special errors. The work is open to the more general 
criticism, that it is in its character adapted to the wants neither of school- 
boys nor of scholars. Its size and minuteness show that it is intended 
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for the latter, but for these it is by no means brought up to the desira- 
ble fulness of detail. When we consult a book of reference, we wish 
to know, not merely what the writer thinks upon a given subject, but 
his reasons for it ; and if the point is disputed, what other views are 
held, and the reasons for them. In this respect the work before us 
often fails. For instance, p. 413. a, we read : " Permessus and Olmei- 
us, two streams rising in Mount Helicon, which, after uniting their wa- 
ters, flow into the Lake Copais near Haliartus. Leake regards the 
Kephalari as the Permessus, and the river of Zagara as the Olmeius." 
This is very well for a school-book ; it gives what the author considers 
as the correct view, and what is explicitly stated by Strabo in the pas- 
sage cited. But a book of this character should not fail to state that 
Leake, in a subsequent part of the volume which he cites, leans to the 
opinion that the river of Thisbe, which flows southerly, was the Olmeius; 
while Kiepert and others, arguing from an inconclusive passage in Pau- 
sanias (IX. 28. 5, Bek.), invert the relative position of the two, and 
think the river of Thisbe to be the Permessus, and that which flows 
northerly the Olmeius. Other instances of this nature might be men- 
tioned, especially with regard to the Pelasgicon in Athens, page 266. 
These few errors and deficiencies, however, do not prevent us from pro- 
nouncing the work a most admirable compilation, and, in the main, re- 
markably full and accurate. If not indispensable for the scholar, it is 
at least fitted to save him a vast deal of labor, and will be welcomed as 
an important aid to the study of antiquity. 



7. — Historical Memorials of Canterbury. By Arthur P. Stanley, 
M. A., Canon of Canterbury. With Illustrations. London : John 
Murray. 1855. 8vo. pp.236. 

Air English Cathedral city is at once delightful and dull, picturesque 
as a park and still as a graveyard. Few events in the year's circuit 
disturb its placid monotony ; its streets, even on the feast-days of the 
Church, are but scantily frequented ; trade will not thrive under the 
shadow of its great trees and its majestic towers ; and pilgrims have 
quite ceased from its pathways. Once in a while, a special occasion 
rouses apparent excitement, but this is spasmodic and quickly subsides. 
There is an annual fair at Gloucester, an annual music-festival at Here- 
ford, and an annual visit of the royal family to Scotland to gather 
together crowds in the cities on the line of the London and Edinburgh 



